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VTP/ELB/Year R/Phonics Workshop
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Dear Parents and Carers
Here at Westlands Primary school we follow a phonics programme called ‘Read Write Inc’. It is to support the early
stages of reading and writing and is used from the start of EYFS, through Year 1 and into Year 2 if needed.
In Year R children are taught to;







Learn new sounds
Read storybooks and non-fiction books closely matched to their developing phonic knowledge
Read with fluency and expression
Learn to spell using known sounds
Write confidently by practising what they want to write out loud first
Work well with a partner

In Year 1 children are taught to;





Consolidate sounds
Become speedy readers
Write confidently using new sounds that are learnt throughout year 1
Continue to work with partners

At the end of Year 1 children are asked to sit a national phonics screening test. It was introduced in 2012 to all Year 1
pupils. It is a short, statutory assessment to confirm whether individual pupils have learnt phonic decoding to an
appropriate standard. It aims to identify the children who need extra help so that they can be given support by
school to improve their reading skills. At Westlands Primary School we already identify children and provide early
intervention and support, however we must comply with this statutory requirement. The children start their phonics
journey as soon as they start school in year R and over the course of the two years, build up their phonic knowledge
ready for the Year 1 screen.
It compromises of a list of 40 words and non-words, which a child will read one-to-one with a teacher. Half of the
words cover phonic skills which are usually covered in Reception, and half of the words are based on Year 1 phonics
skills.
We would like to offer a workshop where we will talk through the delivery of phonics sessions at Westlands Primary
School and answer any questions you may have as parents. We hope that you will be able to use some of the
strategies at home to support your son/daughter.

Swale Academies Trust Registered Office:
Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS
Registered in England No. 7344732

Trust Principal – Mr J Whitcombe MA
Director of Primaries – Mr M Wilson
Executive Headteacher – Mrs L Hopkins

The workshop will start at 5pm on Monday 30th April 2018. If you would like to attend, please complete the slip at
the bottom of this page and return it to your child’s class teacher.
Kind Regards

Mrs Pettett
Head of School
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Year R Phonics Workshop for parents – Monday 30th April 5pm

Child’s name:

_______________
(Please print name)

Child’s Class:

I would like to attend the Phonics Workshop on Monday 30th April at 5pm.
Signed:

_______________
(Parent/Carer)

Please print name:

______________

Date:

______

